
Subtraction Strategies for Grade 2

This is also known as the Jump Strategy or Adding 
Up. More information can be found on page 65 
of “Number Talks:  Whole Number Computation” 
by Sherry Parrish.  Number Talks using this strategy 
can be found starting on page 146.

This strategy is not the most efficient strategy for 
students, but they may feel most confident with it 
and need more exposure to other strategies 
before they are ready to move on from it. 

More information can be found on page 66 of 
“Number Talks:  Whole Number Computation” by 
Sherry Parrish.  Number Talks using this strategy 
can be found starting on page 150.

Students might use Ten-Frames or Base-Ten blocks 
to model this. More information can be found on 
page 66 of “Number Talks:  Whole Number 
Computation” by Sherry Parrish.  Number Talks 
using this strategy can be found starting on page 
150.



Subtraction Strategy 

Counting Up

“I start at 18 and count-up in place value chunks to 
get to 33. I can use an open number line to help me 
and show my work.”

33 – 18 =

+1

+10

+1 +1 +1 +1



Subtraction Strategy 

Counting Back By Ones

“I started at 33 and counted back 18 jumps and 
landed on 15. I can use a hundreds chart to help me 
and show my work.”

33 – 18 =



https://polypad.amplify.com/p/yMVN0S8faW9S4g

Subtraction Strategy 

Counting Back

“I start at 33 and remove parts of the number by 
place value. I can use an open number line or base-
ten blocks to help me and show my work.”

33 – 18 =



https://polypad.amplify.com/p/yMVN0S8faW9S4g

Subtraction Strategy 

Removal

“I start at 33 and remove parts of the number by 
place value. I can use ten frames to help me and 
show my work.”

33 – 18 =
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